PRAYER TO

ST. GERARD
The Mother's Saint
(Feast Day October 16)

When falsely accused by a pregnant woman of being the father of her child, he retreated to silence. She
later recanted and cleared him, and thus began his association as patron of all aspects of pregnancy. He
was reputed to have bilocation and read consciences. His last will consisted of a small note on the door of
his cell saying, "Here the will of God is done, as God wills, and as long as God wills."

Prayer for a Safe Delivery

O great St. Gerard, beloved servant of Jesus Christ, perfect imitator of your
meek and humble Savior, and devoted child of the Mother of God, enkindle within my
heart one spark of that heavenly fire of charity which glowed in your heart and made you
an angel of love.

O glorious St. Gerard, because when falsely accused of crime, you did bear, like
your Divine Master, without murmur or complaint, the calumnies of wicked people, you
have been raised up by God as the patron and protector of expectant mothers.

Preserve me from danger and from the excessive pains accompanying child-
birth, and shield the child which I now carry, that it may see the light of day and receive
the purifying and life-giving waters of baptism through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer in Thanksgiving for a Safe Delivery

Good St. Gerard, patron of mothers, assist me in thanking God for the great gift
of motherhood. During the months of my waiting, I learned to call upon you and placed
the safety of my child and myself under your powerful protection. The great lesson of
your trust in God sustained me; your slogan, "God will provide," became my hope and
consolation. I thank God for my child and for motherhood. Help me to prize the great
treasure of motherhood and obtain for me the grace to raise my child as a child of God.
Amen.

Prayer for a sick child

O most beloved St. Gerard, who, like the Savior, loved children and by your
prayers freed many from disease and even death, listen to us who are pleading for our
sick child. We thank God for the great gift of our son/daughter and ask God to restore our
child to health if such be the holy will. This favor we beg of you through your love for all
children and mothers. Amen.
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